
Carter approaches comedy with energy, but … gingerly | TribLIVE

http://triblive.com/aande/moreaande/4011750-74/carter-comedy-comedian[5/15/13 9:09:45 PM]

| AandE
  

 

Events Theater/Arts Movies Music Books Museums Dining Out Crosswords Sudoku

   

About The Tribune-Review

The Tribune-Review can be reached via
e-mail or at 412-321-6460. 
Contact Us | Video | RSS | Mobile

Darren Carter

Comedian Darren Carter

Details

Darren Carter

Tweet

By Matt Wohlfarth 

Published: Wednesday, May 15, 2013, 8:21 p.m.
Updated 4 hours ago 

Comedians always struggle to fit in with society, but they
aren't sure if they ever really do. High-energy comedian
Darren Carter has literally been trying to fit in since he
arrived … on Earth.

Carter is the son of a notorious biker father, Elvin
(mentioned in Hunter S. Thompson's book “Hell's
Angels”), and a mother who was in and out of jail, where
she would later die. Carter's parents, who almost named
him Tahoe Joe, weren't in a position to care for him, so
Carter was put into a foster home.

The ginger-haired boy was fostered by a Southern Baptist
deacon's family where he grew up to be a big-hearted,
happy-go-lucky comedian.

“Only 3 percent of the world has red hair. You're never
going to see my people up-rise and march in Washington.
At least, not without sunscreen,” Carter says.

Fresh off of his Showtime special, “The Ginger's Crazy,”
Carter will bring his hyperkinetic show to Latitude 40 in
Robinson for two shows May 17 and 18.

Carter's show is more of a concert than a pure comedy
show. He started his entertainment career as part of a rap
duo called “Strawberry Fudge.”

“We found out if you throw out hard strawberry candy at a
rap show, it comes back harder candy,” he says.

Fortunately for audiences nationwide, that partnership
fizzled out and Carter found his true calling with stand-up

Larger text Larger text  Smaller text

Carter approaches comedy with energy, but
… gingerly

More VideosVIDEO

Home News Investigative Neighborhoods State Politics U.S./World Sports Opinion/The Review Business A&E Lifestyles Obituaries

Just Pay Half! Sign In or Sign Up  

Subscribe Place Ad Trib Store Buy Trib Photos Jobs Homes Autos Classifieds SportsTalk Contests

Recommend 29 Send

http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://feeds.feedburner.com/tribunereview/lifestyles
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/tribunereview/lifestyles
http://feeds.feedburner.com/tribunereview/lifestyles
http://calendar.triblive.com/
http://triblive.com/aande/theaterarts/
http://triblive.com/aande/movies/
http://triblive.com/aande/music/
http://triblive.com/aande/books/
http://triblive.com/aande/museums/
http://triblive.com/aande/diningout/
http://www.uclick.com/client/tre/fcx/
http://www.uclick.com/client/tre/sudoc/
http://triblive.com/aande/moreaande/4011750-74/carter-comedy-comedian?printerfriendly=true
http://triblive.com/csp/mediapool/sites/TribLIVE/templates/forms/emailstorytofriend.csp
https://twitter.com/triblive
https://twitter.com/triblive
http://www.facebook.com/triblive
mailto:tribcity@tribweb.com?subject=Carter%20approaches%20comedy%20with%20energy,%20but%20%E2%80%A6%20gingerly%20story%20on%20TribLIVE.com
mailto:tribcity@tribweb.com?subject=Carter%20approaches%20comedy%20with%20energy,%20but%20%E2%80%A6%20gingerly%20story%20on%20TribLIVE.com
http://triblive.com/home/contactus/
http://triblive.com/home/video/
http://triblive.com/home/rss/
http://triblive.com/mobile/
https://twitter.com/share
http://triblive.com/home/video/?playlist=5982073001
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,AAAAAAAAAACrhmzBAAAAACMR0pAAAAAAAgAAAE8BAAAAAP8AAAAEFleIRwwAAACAO28bkAAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABTsQoGAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAlu-Cqz4BAAABAQIAAWJlMzdkOWIwLWJkZGQtMTFlMi1iZDIwLTQ3ZGFkMTI3YzA0NgA4nyoAAAA=RcMqAMUeNQEnrgECq7z1AocbAgI=,,http%3A%2F%2Ftriblive.com%2Faande%2Fmoreaande%2F4011750-74%2Fcarter-comedy-comedian,http://www.footballfanatics.com/NHL_Pittsburgh_Penguins/partnerid/1546
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B0pHUcFuUUfXdCZDWkwTy0IDACwAAAAAQASAAOABQkNCh2Pj_____AVih6fUZYMm-3obIo5AZggEJY2EtZ29vZ2xlsgEMdHJpYmxpdmUuY29tyAEC2gFFaHR0cDovL3RyaWJsaXZlLmNvbS9hYW5kZS9tb3JlYWFuZGUvNDAxMTc1MC03NC9jYXJ0ZXItY29tZWR5LWNvbWVkaWFuwAICqAMB2ASAreIE4AQCmgUXCK-uFRC40cEuGJ3ZgH8goen1GSju-jzaBQIIAKAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_31q-kSedIdyc-aVJaGo2tafbeW7A&client=&adurl=http://a.tribalfusion.com/h.click/afmQRwPPMoTdnQWbfY3F2tWT7mTa37STnJRVZbCPb6oRtviWVMQ5FmootiOYamy4W3HSGZbG5AFJodXsTWb6XbrcYbQeXayoPbrZbUrU3TtQWmrfuQFrMYaFq4EUc5qYQoaMAXUYaWtnUnmQBnGMnmHMH3qZbg5tiN3mvJnFvGYV3W1cnY1VFpmaj35bJ4TFnrmxDvLP/http://www.t-mobile.com/Templates/ListAllPhones.aspx/%3FpriceRange%3D0-0%26cm_mmc_o%3DKKqjKbl5kzYCjCVAygtzlwCjCdyww%2520mFzyf5tBEwlCjCdyww%2520mFzyf5tBEwl
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,AAAAAAAAAABvH7HKAAAAAJOYMJoAAAAAAgAAAAIAAAAAAP8AAAAEFleIRwwAAACAm-F2mQAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABTsQoGAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAlu-Cqz4BAAABAQIAAWJlMzdjZmUyLWJkZGQtMTFlMi1iZDFmLTgzNTNmMDBkODM4NgA4nyoAAAA=RcMqAMUeNQEnrgECq7z1AocbAgI=,,http%3A%2F%2Ftriblive.com%2Faande%2Fmoreaande%2F4011750-74%2Fcarter-comedy-comedian,http://sportstalk.triblive.com/
http://triblive.com/Home/
http://triblive.com/home/
http://triblive.com/news/
http://triblive.com/investigative/
http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/
http://triblive.com/state/
http://triblive.com/politics/
http://triblive.com/usworld/
http://triblive.com/sports/
http://triblive.com/opinion/
http://triblive.com/business/
http://triblive.com/aande/
http://triblive.com/aande/
http://triblive.com/lifestyles/
http://obituaries.triblive.com/
http://tribtotalmedia.com/
http://trib.me/justpayhalf13
http://trib.me/justpayhalf13
http://www.discountednewspapers.com/TTM/
http://www.tribaddesk.com/
http://store.triblive.com/
http://store.triblive.com/
http://photos.triblive.com/
http://jobs.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=top_nav
http://realestate.triblive.com/
http://autos.triblive.com/
http://classifieds.triblive.com/
http://sportstalk.triblive.com/
http://contests.triblive.com/
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,AAAAAAAAAACb0s2.AAAAANMqwpAAAAAAAgAAADMBAAAAAP8AAAAEFleIRwwAAACA810LkAAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABTsQoGAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAlu-Cqz4BAAABAQIAAWJlMzdlMzkyLWJkZGQtMTFlMi1iZDIxLTJiZTg1YjAwYTA2MwAwtysAAAA=RcMqAMUeNQEnrgECq7z1AocbAgI=,,http%3A%2F%2Ftriblive.com%2Faande%2Fmoreaande%2F4011750-74%2Fcarter-comedy-comedian,http://store.triblive.com
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,AAAAAAAAAABjIbHKAAAAAJOYMJoAAAAAAgAAAAYAAAAAAP8AAAAEFleIRwwAAACAm-F2mQAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABTsQoGAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAlu-Cqz4BAAABAQIAAWJlMzdiYTdhLWJkZGQtMTFlMi1iZDFkLWZmZjU5NmRkN2JkZAA4nyoAAAA=RcMqAMUeNQEnrgECq7z1AocbAgI=,,http%3A%2F%2Ftriblive.com%2Faande%2Fmoreaande%2F4011750-74%2Fcarter-comedy-comedian,http://sportstalk.triblive.com/


Carter approaches comedy with energy, but … gingerly | TribLIVE

http://triblive.com/aande/moreaande/4011750-74/carter-comedy-comedian[5/15/13 9:09:45 PM]

Tweet

When: 9 p.m. May 17 and 8 p.m. May
18

Admission: $15; 18 and over only

Where: Latitude 40, Robinson

Details: 412-693-5555 or
www.latitude40pitt.com/tickets/

Daily Photo Galleries

More A and E Photo Galleries

comedy. Evidence of his early rap roots still appears in
his shows by his amazing beat-box abilities coupled with
a great arsenal of sound effects. The show is a fun, fast-
paced interaction that leaves audiences reeling just
keeping up with the freneticism.

Even though he is a comedy veteran of 20-plus years,
Carter retains that youthful passion for comedy of a kid
still trying to fit in. “Comedy teaches me something every
time I step on the stage. Even now.”

Carter, who is married with a 5-year-old son, got his start
on backstreets of the San Francisco Bay area and moved
to Los Angeles in 1995. Carter has performed on “The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” and was featured in the
movie “Be Cool” with John Travolta.

When asked what's next, he says, “I would like more
television but, hey, I'm happy being a comedian trying to
find balance between work and family.”

Carter did reconnect with his birth father after his mother
died in prison. “It was strange when I heard about my
mom, I was matter-of-fact, oh well, but then I busted out
in tears. It was like a part of me had died.”

Carter later found solace and closure with his mom's
passing by finding some letters his mother had written to
him from jail. “She loved me; she just couldn't be there.”

Comedian Matt Wohlfarth is a contributing writer for Trib
Total Media.
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